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and from Geneva, in all of which places events
more or less favourable to Napoleon had occurred,
completely turned him from his purpose. Although
he commanded, now, 150,000 men against less than
half that number of the enemy, although he knew
that he should meet with the bitterest opposition
from Alexander, from Frederick William, and
from Blucher, he made up his mind to retreat,
and once more to take up his position on that
plateau of Langres where he had already idled
away so many weeks.

On the 2 ist, the day of the expected battle,
Blucher was sent on a reconnoitring expedition;
on the 22d Schwarzenberg came out openly with
his plan in the presence of his own emperor, of
Frederick William, and of Alexander. The de-
liberations were full of dramatic incident; over
them hung a vague uneasiness as to what great
plot Napoleon was hatching. Lord Castlereagh,
the English envoy, arrived from ChUtillon and
urged peace with Napoleon as speedily as possible.
Then came a letter from the French Emperor him-
self, addressed to his "very dear father-in-law,"
in which he alluded to "the battle which had
ended with the ruin of Blucher's army/* hinted
that his own army now outnumbered that of the
Austrians in every respect and stated the terms,
which he alluded to as his "ultimatum," on which
he was willing to make peace.

Alexander and Frederick William had not
yielded when, later in the day, a Cossack general